
Government 

Course Syllabus 

Instructor: Jason Mayer 

Phone number: 970.672.5500 

Website: mistermayerswiki.pbworks.com 

Email: jmayer@libertycommon.org 

 

Overview: The primary purpose of this course is to trace the origins and development of the various systems of 

government which operate in the United States today.  More specifically, students will study the philosophical 

origins of America’s federal government, the structure and function of the federal government, and the process by 

which American democracy operates.  Extensive attention will be given to relevant Supreme Court cases which 

govern the operation of American democracy as well as to the relationship that exists between America’s central 

government and the governments of the various states.  The overreaching goal of this course is to empower students 

to play a meaningful and active role in civic life 

 

Assignments:  Students will accomplish each of these goals outlined in the overview by participating in 

discussions and by actively taking lecture notes.  In addition, there will be a significant emphasis placed on research 

as well as on scholarly writing.  Evidence of student learning will be provided as students complete tests, quizzes, 

map exercises, document analyses,  study guides, and in-class writing activities.  Finally, students will be 

responsible for completing their homework every night (more on that later) 

 

Texts:  The textbook “MacGruder’s American Government” (2004 edition) will be required reading for the course.  

It is important to note that other texts and readings may be assigned at the discretion of the instructor. 

 

Grading:  Grades will be based on a point system.  

100-90 percent of possible points=A 

89-80 percent=B 

79-70 percent=C 

69-60 percent=D 

Rules/Expectations: 
1. Attendance is vital to your success 

2. Be in your seat when the bell rings 

3. Use your journal time effectively (e.g. write the entire time and meet the minimum length requirement) 

4. Bring all required materials to class (this includes your text, pencils, pens with blue or black ink, colored pencils, 

and a spiral-bound notebook.   

5.  Sit in your assigned seat 

6.  Follow directions the first time given 

7. Remain on task at all times 

8.  Electronic devices are to remain deactivated and not visible during class time. 

 

Consequences: 
1. Minor infractions=verbal warning . Minor infractions are per your student handbook 

2. If behavior continues or if a major infraction occurs=detentions or in class suspension dependent on individual 

circumstances 

3. Three unexcused tardies will be grounds for a referral.  Three tardies will also be 1 unexcused absence.  Each 

subsequent tardy will also count as one unexcused absence. 

4. Unexcused absences will also be grounds for a referral 

 

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is simply taking someone else’s ideas and using them in an assignment without giving 

that particular individual proper credit.  Examples of plagiarism could include but are not limited to: copying 

someone’s assignment, copying from the internet in order to complete a writing assignment, or copying answers 

from someone’s worksheet. It could also include any outside assistance on a test (ie. Notes or text) without written 

authorization provided by me or a special ed instructor. Any assignment that contains any element of plagiarism will 
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be scored as a zero. (That includes the individual who plagiarized and the person who allowed their assignment to be 

copied, where applicable.).  Additional consequences are outlined in the conflict matrix in your student handbook. 
 

Passes: Passes will be administered per the student handbook.   

 

Late Work/Absences:  Absences will have a negative impact on your grade.  For every day missed, students 

will have 1 day to complete most assignments (for example, in class work missed on a Monday would be due on 

Wed. if the student returns Tue.  Work that is one day late will be subject to a one-time 30% point deduction.  
Assignments that are 2 or more days late will be scored as a zero.  All classroom assignments must be completed 

this semester as students with 1 or more missing assignment will automatically have their semester grade lowered to 

a 59% 

 
If you are absent, please check my wiki: mistermayerswiki.pbworks.com.  On that site, you will find many of the 

handouts and readings that I distribute in class.  You will also find other handy information that will enable you to 

be more successful in my course. 
 
Please refer to the conduct matrix in your student handbook for additional information regarding the school’s 

attendance policy. 

 

Homework:  Plan on having homework every night.   On average, plan on 30-45 minutes per evening. The 

majority of your homework assignments will be from the texts I assign. but there will be other outside readings you 

will be responsible for as well.  It is imperative that you complete the homework diligently as much of our 

classroom discussion (and all of your journal writings) will be based on these readings.  Finally, expect research 

assignments to be assigned at the discretion of the teacher.    

 

I have read this entire syllabus and will abide by its terms 

Student Signature/parent signature: ______________________________________ 
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